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The Early Childhood Forum is a coalition of 58 professional associations, voluntary organisations and
interest groups united in their concern about the well-being, learning and development of young
children from birth to eight.

ECF has five central areas of work which form the basis of its policy agenda:

e Championing children’s rights and entitlements

e Supporting training, development and education of early childhood practitioners and all who
work with children and their families

e  Working in partnership

e Addressing inequalities and valuing diversity

e Evaluating practice and ensuring quality

The Early Childhood Forum believes that representation on schools forums should be proportionate to
the number of children it represents (not full time equivalent), rather than the funding provided, to
enable all parties to take a full and active role. On most schools forums, there is currently a
predominance of representatives from secondary and primary schools and little voice of early years.
Our proposal would bring early years in line with primary and secondary schools whose schools forums

representation already operate on proportionate pupil numbers.

In part 2 of the accompanying notes, it mentions that the voices of PVIs are sometimes not heard
sufficiently owing to current schools forum regulations. ECF represents PVI sector organisations
including Pre-School Learning Alliance and National Day Nurseries Association and we’ve found their

experiences often reflect this.

In terms of representation, ECF believes it is necessary to look at the bigger picture. Having a
representative for each type of provision within every locality team on schools forums could lead to
them becoming unmanageable in terms of size, depending on the local authority. However, we would
propose there being more than one representative from the voluntary sector, private sector and

children’s centres to ensure all parties involved within early years are able to be an active partner and



represent their peers. This is particularly pertinent with the Single Funding Formula now being

controlled by the Schools Forum.

Finally we agree with your suggested solution to place a requirement on schools forum, when they are
consulted on arrangements for the single funding formula, to have regard to the LA’s duties to secure

sufficiency of places and improve outcomes.
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National Childminding Association (NCMA)

National Council for Parent Teacher Associations (NCPTA)
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